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Hokkaido East Trail Charter

In October 2024, the "Hokkaido East Trail" opened to the public.

Hokkaido, which has vastly different flora and fauna from mainland Japan, is teeming with
magnificent and precious nature. In particular, the eastern half of Hokkaido is a special area
with three unique national parks: Kushiro Shitsugen (Marsh), Akan-Mashu, and Shiretoko.

The Hokkaido East Trail has a total length of approximately 410 km. It is a long distance trail
that crosses beautiful but demanding mountains, rivers, oceans, lakes, forests, and wetlands,
lets hikers encounter wildlife unique to Eastern Hokkaido, and overlooks the vast dairy and
crop farming areas where people have lived for centuries.

The trail will serve as a bridge to the future through responsible cooperation of the involved
government agencies, local businesses, those who live in the region, and those who walk the
trail. Six items have been stipulated in this charter as guiding principles necessary for
collaboration in a diverse, broad region, and are to be shared with all who are involved with
this trail.

1. This trail shall be for enjoying the varied and diverse scenery and climate of Eastern
Hokkaido.

2. This trail shall be for pondering the ideal relationship between humanity and nature.

3. This trail shall revere and honor the nature, history, and cultures of this land.

4. This trail shall help preserve and carry Eastern Hokkaido’s exceptional abundance into
the future.

5. This trail shall connect the hearts of local people and hikers.

6. This trail shall be fostered through the cooperation of all those who are connected to
this trail.

The long distance trail is a journey through which one can revisit various “points of origin”
through the act of “walking”, which is the origin of human activity. That means it is also a
journey of seeking nature as the origin of the environment, landscape as the origin of
history, and oneself as the origin of humanity, while creating a path to the future. We
sincerely hope that, as a stage where the visitor and the inhabitant shall interact and
harmonize, the Hokkaido East Trail points toward a rich future for humans and nature alike,
and acts as a signpost for hope.



